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NATO Releases Digital Cinema System Requirements v2.0 
Provides important direction for areas not covered in DCI specifications 

 
Washington, D.C.– The National Association of Theatre Owners (NATO) issued today a revised 
Digital Cinema System Requirements document (version 2.0). The requirements are a product of a 
group of committed NATO member company volunteers, working in conjunction with NATO's 
Digital Cinema Consultant Michael Karagosian. The first revision to the now 2-year-old NATO 
Digital Cinema System Requirements, version 2.0 is targeted to standards committees, product 
manufacturers, and service providers in the digital cinema supply chain. 
 
NATO's System Requirements provides important direction for areas not covered in the DCI 
(Digital Cinema Initiative) spec.  These include: 
 
 - Operational requirements 
 - Maintenance operations 
 - Workflow requirements 
 - System requirements for support of the blind, deaf, and hard-of-hearing. 
 
A fresh review of the entire document was conducted, deleting some requirements no longer 
needed, and expanding or creating new section topics. Among the highlights, 
 

1) Exhibitor-driven universal theatre identification scheme introduced. 
2) Establishes the requirement for a commodity digital cinema server. 
3) New requirement for closed caption support. 
4) Workflow automation requirements introduced. 
5) TMS (Theater Management System) described in terms of 3 service functions, with 
detailed roles for each service. 
6) New requirements for exhibitor network security. 

 
According to NATO digital cinema consultant, Michael Karagosian, “The document describes new 
areas where additional standards work is needed.  Completion and implementation of in-theatre 
standards are important next steps in the development of digital cinema, and NATO will continue to 
actively pursue these goals.” 
 



NATO President & CEO John Fithian added, "I applaud the dedication of these men and women 
to sensible digital cinema operations, and I encourage theater owners to make appropriate use of 
these requirements in their equipment purchasing policies.” 
 
The Digital Cinema System Requirements v2.0 are available at www.natoonline.org/digital.htm 
 
 
 
About NATO 
The National Association of Theatre Owners is the largest exhibition trade organization in the world, representing 
more than 29,000 movie screens in all 50 states, and additional cinemas in more than 40 countries worldwide. 
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Digital Cinema Consultant  
NATO    
818-225-8030  
 
Jane Durment 
Chief Information Officer 
The Marcus Corporation 
414-905-1142   
 
Kirk Griffin 
Director of Engineering 
Harkins Theatres 
480-627-7777  
 
Cliff DeYoung 
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