
8 September 2006 
 
International Exhibitor Associations Letter Regarding Certification 
for Digital Cinema 
 
As representatives of cinema operators in our respective regions, we write to support 
the formation of a unified, international body for the purpose of creating a 
certification program for digital cinema equipment.   Important and significant work 
has been accomplished and continues to evolve in digital cinema.  Several bodies 
have developed, or are developing, technical specifications and standards for 
digital cinema equipment.  While this work promises to provide the tools for a high 
quality and secure experience for movie patrons, it alone is not sufficient to 
guarantee a minimum level of performance for digital cinema equipment.  
Therefore, we make this statement of support for a unified, international program for 
digital cinema equipment certification. 
 
At a minimum, the digital cinema equipment certification program should bring 
confidence to exhibitors and content owners that available digital cinema 
equipment meets technical specifications and standards.  It should nurture a 
competitive but fair marketplace for digital cinema equipment by clarifying 
minimum product performance levels.  It should provide a place where industry-wide 
upgrades can be discussed and planned.  The complexity of digital cinema 
equipment makes it difficult, if not economically impossible, for an exhibitor to 
individually perform specification compliance tests.  Even if such tests are performed 
by others, there is no guarantee that tests performed on early product samples will 
reflect product performance when produced at a later time.   
 
Therefore, a qualified international certification program is required having these key 
characteristics: 
 
  Management, maintenance, and enforcement of a fair and neutral certification 

program by an international body in which participation is open to all industry 
stakeholders, 

 
  Equipment specifications representing the agreed requirements of all 

participants, 
 
  Enforcement of the equipment specifications through use of an internationally 

recognized trademark, 
 
  Obligation assumed by the product manufacturer for meeting the equipment 

specifications. 
 
To launch this effort, we support the formation of an international industry body 
where the details of this program can be discussed, agreed upon, and 
implemented. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to share our concerns with you, and look forward to 
the formation of an international body for digital cinema equipment certification.  
 
 



Signed: 
 
 
Ad Weststrate 
UNIC (International Union of Cinemas) 
15 rue de Berri- 75 008 Paris- France 
 
 
John Fithian 
NATO 
National Association of Theatre Owners  (United States of America) 
P.O. Box 77318 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7318 
 
 
Kurt Kaufman 
Fachverband Lichtspieltheater Und Audiovisionsveranstalter (Austria) 
Wiedner Hauptstrasse 63 
Postfach 340 
1045 Wien, Autriche 
 
 
Bruno Plantin-Carrenard 
A.S.B.L Fédération des Cinémas de Belgique – Federatie van Cinema’s 
Van België V.Z.W  (Belgium) 
rue Royale, 241 
B-1210 Bruxelles, Belgique 
 
 
Adina Lebo 
Motion Picture Theatre Association of Canada (Canada) 
1240 Bay St., Suite #304 
Toronto, Ontario M5A 2R7, Canada  
 
 
Kim Pedersen 
The Danish Cinema Association DB (Danske Biografer)  (Denmark) 
Overodvej 10 
DK-2840 HOLTE 
Denmark 
 
 
Ismo Määttä 
The Finnish Cinema Owner’s Association  (Finland) 
Kaisaniemenkatu 3 B 29 
FIN – 00100 HELSINKI 1, Finlande 
 
Jean Labé 
Fédération Nationale Des Cinémas Francais  (France) 
15 rue de Berri 
75008 Paris, France 
 



Andreas Kramer 
H.D.F. (Germany) 
Grosse Präsidentenstrasse 
10178 Berlin 
 
 
Paolo Protti 
ANEC  (Italy) 
Via di Villa Patrizi 10 
00161 Roma, Italie 
 
 
Carlo Bernaschi 
ANEM  (Italy) 
V.le Regina Margherita, 286 
00198 Roma, Italie 
 
 
Ad Weststrate 
NVB  (The Netherlands) 
P.O. Box 75048 
1070 AA Amsterdam 
 
 
Lene Loeken 
K.K.L. National Association of Municipal Cinemas (Norway) 
P.O. Box 446 Sentrum 
N-0104 Oslo 
 
 
Rafael Alvero 
Federacion de Cines de Espana  (Spain) 
C/Campoamor, n°9, escalera dcha 1° 
E-28004- Madrid, Espagna 
 
 
Yves Moser 
ACS (Switzerland) 
Case Postale 145 
CH- 6949 Comano 
 
 
John Wilkinson 
Cinema Exhibitors Association  (United Kingdom) 
22 Golden Square 
London W1F9JW, Great Britain 
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